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“In popular language, the name of this noisy, bustling, quarrelsome, discontented and insalubrious little island
may not inaptly be used as an euphemous synonym for a place not mentionable to ears polite.”
The Times of London, 1857
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here was little to recommend Hong Kong 170 years ago. A collection of buildings on the edge of

a fine natural harbour; the island had been under British rule for almost ten years and the Kowloon
peninsula was still a rural corner of Mainland China.

Yet a few hardy souls saw potential and persisted. One of those was William Bridges who,in 1851,
arrived here to practice law at the invitation of the Governor's Private Secretary, William Mercer. As
one of the colony’s first barristers, Bridges quickly developed a lucrative, albeit slightly unfair, practice
by securing the exclusion of solicitors as court counsel. Feeding off the litigation which quickly flared
in this uncomfortable and competitive outpost, he kept himself busy at the Supreme Court, soon
acquiring a reputation as a strong and capable opponent. Dr Bridges, as he later became, also served
as acting Attorney-General as well as Colonial Secretary from time to time.

Bridges left Hong Kong after ten years, by which time, Hong Kong's commercial potential was
undeniable. A robust trading post was coming into its own. The rule of law was gaining pace. And,
thanks to Bridges' pioneering spirit, a robust and dynamic legal practice had been born.
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YICTOR H. DEACON,
Solicitor & Notary.

Tt legraphio dddress.
“OTTERY,”
HONG KONG.
A.B.C.Code
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1842

Hong Kong Island is
ceded to Britain under
the Treaty of Nanking
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1844
Hong Kong’s Supreme
Court opens
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1846

First horserace
meeting is held at
Happy Valley
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1846

The Hong Kong Club
is established
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1861

American Civil War
begins
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1861

Foundation of the
Hong Kong General
Chamber of
Commerce
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1874

Deacons registers
Hong Kongs first
trade mark
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For over 170 years, Hong Kong’s “fragrant harbour” had to compete with the sweet smell of money
as waterfront trade and commerce flourished. The island’s success led to harbour reclamation

works that began as early as the [800s.
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hose responsible for Bridges’ practice after his departure elected to act as solicitors rather than barristers, following the
separation of the professions after their temporary fusion. Operating from offices near the Supreme Court on Queen’s
Road, the Deacons that we know today was becoming a recognisable entity.

While it is true that Hong Kong was rapidly growing away from its insalubrious roots, it cannot be forgotten that life here
through much of the |9th century was still not easy, even for the moneyed classes. The damp and heat of summer were almost
insurmountable. Robbery was rife on Hong Kong's ill-lit streets. Social and political unease also pervaded everyday living.

It is no surprise, then, that the Westerners living in Hong Kong at that time rallied to recreate some sense of their former
surrounds. Born on 19 January 1847, the firm's namesake Victor Deacon hailed from a small village called Ottery St Mary in
Devonshire, England. Memories of that peaceful, rural place would later lead the firm to select the firm’s telegraphic address
as“Ottery”,a somewhat beguiling name for those who did not know the story behind it. For many years, however, the address
remained unchanged. While practicalities of communication have now replaced sentimentality, the firm to this day operates a
pleasure junk called “Ottery”. It is a gentle reminder of the man who helped shape Deacons into the leading firm it is today.
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Victor Deacon thrived on the

challenges of his new life in the East.
Victor Deacon SR B ZEFR Ty #t 2
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DEACON, LOOKER & DEACON
Salicitors & Botariess

1876

Alexander Graham
Bell invents the
telephone

DR W) H 3

1879

Thomas Edison
invents the light bulb
Fe il R W AT

1883

Krakatoa erupts in
Indonesia, the world’s
greatest recorded
volcanic eruption
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1886

The Statue of Liberty
in New York is
completed
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1888
Peak Tram Railway
is buile
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1889

Gustave Eiffel
completes the Eiffel
Tower in Paris, France
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1896

Henry Ford builds
his first automobile
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Union House, left (more recently Swire House and now | | Chater Road) was a former location
of Deacons’ office. While time may have changed the view, Deacons’ association with this central
business district remains.
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DEACON DEACON & HARSTON,
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The clock tower on Pedder Street was a distinctive landmark, overlooking % T T EIEOR 58 {rxt 7}% > g o= & T 8 5 k3 Kitty Hawk, USA
nearby low rise commercial buildings. 5K % 4 B A S S E B T ¥ E?\] B % M h BT s 3wt S B 56 A N
HEFT B 09 Pl A A TAF R BR 3D > ISP 19 I S Pl A SR E £ 1) B K B K & oo K iz Bt R B F B g %5 & HAHR T
Txkw RBHILITFT FHrasps . b Bh S E = 1004
fﬁ ’ EX ) i /|\ EE ﬁ 1% é % I7|: L\% g\ Zi % 1§ m /E‘\ ’ + chgKongtramsrun
° o K Z WM E AM Rt XE2FR Xz#E g L= for the first time
BT
t was on 7 July 1880, at the age of 33, that Victor Deacon arrived in Hong Kong on the Peninsula and Oriental steamship
“Ravenna”. Admitted as a solicitor in Hong Kong five days after his arrival, he promptly joined the partnership of Messrs Brereton ~—n
and Wotton, a direct continuation of Bridges' original practice.While it had been just 19 years since Bridges' departure, much had *-:’::* Ry,
changed and the practice was now one of four firms of solicitors that were flourishing in Hong Kong. 4;1 ’"';:"'y‘..a.
Fuelled by the unusual combination of legitimate and contraband trade, the territory was growing and prospering. Fortunately, Al s o
this new financial vigour also saw an increased commitment to build a city of repute, a distant bastion of western mores. A clock P rﬂiﬁ_“ -l
tower was erected on Pedder Street, a fountain in front of the City Hall, and a sailor's home at West Point. Gas street lamps had ,:'jh“'-f-:;,"‘}_"“_ﬂ...&
become a long-established utility. The Suez Canal was now operative, cutting the journey time between Hong Kong and Europe. .@2-:,-3::,—, ...._,"“f
Banks, too, began to flourish, further feeding the mercantile spirit of this pioneer town. = """‘m.';‘*&f?.&g
In 1882, Deacon was admitted as a partner, thus adding his own name to the firm’s. In just two years, he had quickly become :ff;? 4".,-_",'_";' w.’,ff
) . C . . "ﬁﬂﬁ-.f.” "
respected as one of Hong Kong's leading conveyancers. Residing in a two-storey house on the north side of Arbuthnot Road, Souens g et
Central, he was known for his good-natured and convivial manner. A lover of fine wines, his home became the venue for regular “"'#'n..,q, 4;“"' ;:g
Saturday-night poker parties, which generally lasted into the small hours of the morning and at which Governor SirWilliam Robinson
was a frequent guest.
Hong Kong was entering the period of growth which would see it through the early 20th century. For over 20 years, until his Conpcons ;5‘
departure from Hong Kong in 1906, Deacon brought renewed focus to a legal practice which would continue to bear his name Hone Kone g
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Clinging to the edge of the island, Hong Kong’s central business district was becoming a distinguished
and comfortable environment, including a cricket club on what is today the site of Chater Garden.
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Deacons early offices were just doors away from the original Supreme Court bt B B — Wl (& 'E # ;T: ~ Iy SN ﬁ &
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Built in 1843, Hong Kong's original Supreme Court was designed as an Exchange, a proud testament to international
trade. Standing on Queen’s Road, where the Queen’s Theatre now stands, it was a grandiose structure with an imposing
columned fagade. Following its completion, however, a depression in foreign trade rendered the building somewhat redundant
and the Government was able to acquire it for just HK$30,000.

Unfortunately, the court’s interior had little in common with its exterior. The Daily Press of 1870 reported, "It is quite
evident... to any candid enquiring mind that the designer of the... Supreme Court room has studied nature very successfully
— so much so, in fact, that you may enjoy the privileges of the open air inside the court in almost any kind of weather.”

Just four doors away at 29 Queen’s Road, Deacons' offices, too, were facing a few problems. In 1894, the office had to
be temporarily vacated due to an invasion of rats. A later change of location in 1901 seemed to work well for the firm. In
new offices closer to Ice House Street, the firm found itself separated by just a narrow alley from Messrs Johnson Stokes
and Master: According to reports from the time, “communication in case of need was frequently obtained by vociferous
shouting from one window to another”

Yet that arrangement, too, was to last only a few years. In 1904, the firm took residence in the recently-completed Prince’s
Building, a luxury four-storey edifice at | DesVoeux Road on the new Chater reclamation. Regarded as the most handsome
and modern building in Hong Kong, Prince’s Building was a prestigious address. Times were improving, too, for the Supreme
Court.In 1912, it entered its new premises in what is today the Court of Final Appeal. A new century was in full swing.
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SOLICITORS & NOTARIES

1905

Einstein formulates
his Theory of
Relativity
FPISHESR L [ ]

1907

The Law Society
of Hong Kong is
incorporated

AW A 2R

1912
Titanic sinks

PR

1914
Panama Canal opens
B4 Tz )

1928
Alexander Fleming
invents penicillin

J W R W] A2 P AR

1928
Hong Kong’s
Peninsula Hotel opens

WL W TR

1929
US stock market
crashes

FKHMK



C% e of way
i, EL B B

The Japanese occupation of Hong Kong united the residents of Hong Kong. Despite the
trying times, the people of Hong Kong battled on, remaining resolute and laying firm
foundations for future years of tenacious hard work and industry.
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Faster ocean-going vessels and new shipping routes strengthened international trade
and shortened travelling times to Europe and America.
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uch like Hong Kong, Deacons grew steadily throughout the early

20th century. The First World War made little impact on the territory,
other than a temporary shortage of solicitors as men signed up for the war
effort. Yet, with the dawning of the 1940s, it became obvious that new troubles
were stirring, on a far larger scale than the world had previously known.

As Europe disintegrated into bloodshed and conflict, Asia, too, fell into
chaos. In 1941, when Hong Kong surrendered to the Japanese, the foreign
community became prisoners of war, held under harsh conditions. Wai-Chiu
Hung, Willie, the last remaining member of the firm, fought valiantly to keep
the office running, but ultimately the office was requisitioned, although many of
the firm's files, papers and books were saved and today form a unique archive
of a period of Hong Kong's professional history.

Many of the former members of the firm returned to face a chaotic
situation when the war ended in 1945.Yet there was little time for reflection.
The practice would simply have to be rebuilt, just like the lives of millions of
other people around the world.
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While the tram tracks remain, the Supreme Court building (right) today
houses Hong Kong’s Legislative Council.
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1936
Kai Tak Airport comes
into service

LR INIE 3

1945
World War II ends
R RIRGH

1949

Mao Zedong founds
the People’s Republic
of China
BEABRLIEAR
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1953

Hong Kong suffers its

worst fire at Shek Kip

Mei
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1953

Hillary and Tenzing
climb Mount Everest
EE A CE oY 2
BRI 2 e

1957

USSR launches
Sputnik I, the first
satellite
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B THREE 15

1969

Apollo 11 lands on
the moon
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Deacons partners and staff hold a party to mark the occasion of Sir William B L #H fth 2=
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hile the war years may have finished, their consequences would be far-reaching. The

social and political landscape, both in Asia and around the world, had changed forever. It was a time
of movement and re-focus, of new values in an altered society. For Deacons, too, that meant a new social
order. Willie, who had fought so loyally to keep the office running after all other members of the firm had
been imprisoned, was made partner, only the second Chinese partner in the firm'’s history. Soon after, Wong
Wai Pat became the firm’s first Chinese articled clerk, later becoming partner in 1959 and the firm’s first
Chinese senior partner in 1974. He was admitted to the Hong Kong Law Society's Roll of Honour in 2003
and is known to be one of the longest practicing solicitors in Hong Kong.

With the advent of political upheavals in China, the wealthy traders and merchants of Shanghai and other
Chinese cities began flocking to the territory. It was a new, inherited wealth for Hong Kong, rapidly building
upon its own successes as a trading post and port. Having long been known for its work in trusts, conveyancing
and shipping, Deacons was now able to fully extend itself to serve Hong Kong's escalating legal needs.

[t had been a long, hard struggle, but 100 years had seen Hong Kong grow from simple roots into a
dynamic territory of enormous potential. The world was watching and would not be disappointed.
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SOLICITORS & NOTARIE
TRADYMARK & PATENT AGENTS

1971

Hong Kong’s
population exceeds
4 million

A4

1972
Hong Kongs first

cross-harbour tunnel
is opened
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1972

Jardine House is
completed and is
Hong Kongs tallest
building
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1974

Chinese archaeologists
discover terracotta
warriors in Xi'an
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Day-to-day life was becoming more colourful and hectic. The population grew with new immigrants keen
to share in the success of this intriguing territory and its promising future.
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Times change. Progress and development necessarily begin to erase the past, perhaps in few places as
quickly as Hong Kong. By the 1970s, the territory was rapidly becoming a powerhouse of industry and commerce,
and with it the scenes of old Hong Kong were slowly disappearing.

In 1962, Deacons moved from the historic Prince’s Building, which by that time had been zoned for demolition. It
was the beginning of another cycle of growth. Indeed, the firm's new offices in Union Building (later Swire House and
today the location of || Chater Road) were once again indicative of the firm's growing stature. Already Central was
becoming a place of concrete canyons, the colonial low-rise buildings of yesteryear giving way to the soaring land prices
and commercial demands of Hong Kong's new business dynamic. For Deacons, property transactions became just one aspect
of a thriving practice, which had also begun to serve the territory's surging finance and corporate deals.

Hong Kong had matured rapidly and, with it, the legal community had developed, too. By the mid-1970s, Deacons was a busy
full-service business law firm and a highly-respected name in commercial circles. One can only imagine that Deacons' founders
would have been very surprised had they known what they were setting in motion so many years before.
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|_| ong Kong's rise heralded a new era across the Asian region.Asia was becoming a land of opportunity for business and industry
the world over, a byword for potential and a promising star of the future. Long-established law firms from London and
New York were arriving, following the flow of international banking and commerce that was giving Hong Kong new prominence
in world affairs. Fortune was once again smiling on Hong Kong, for the territory was rapidly becoming both a regional hub
and the de facto gateway to China. Hong Kong's reversion to Chinese Sovereignty in July 1997 further consolidated this
unique identity.

Deacons had opened its first office in China in 1986 making the firm one of the first foreign law firms to
gain a presence in the PRC. Hitherto, Deacons had established representative offices in Beijing, Shanghai and
Guangzhou of the PRC.When Deacons’ clients’ needs and interests cross borders, Deacons’ service follows.

The firm's enduring presence bears testament to the success and prosperity of its clients. Despite
the economic challenges that the region has faced, Deacons’ presence remains strong and vital as it
looks to the future.
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TODAY AND TOMORROW
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A dynamic city, a dynamic firm. Deacons is proud to have played a role in making Hong Kong what it is today.
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ackin 1851, amid the dust and heat of that colonial outpost, who could have imagined how things would turn out today?

It has been an extraordinary journey, both for Hong Kong and for us as a firm.As our clients’ needs have become increasingly
diverse, we have kept pace with those needs, moving forward with our clients to become a dynamic award-winning law firm.
As we look to the future, we can say with confidence that the Deacons name has become synonymous with quality and
commitment. The integrity and professionalism which have kept Deacons at the forefront of legal practice for over one and
a half centuries remain an integral aspect of the firm'’s culture today.

Since 1985, we have resided in Alexandra House, progressively taking more floor space to accommodate our expanding

team of lawyers. Now with more than 600 people in Hong Kong, Deacons has become the longest-established independent,
full service business law firm in Hong Kong with a proven track record in many disciplines. And yet the firm continues to grow,
nurturing the legal talent of tomorrow to ensure that clients in future years can always rely on Deacons.

At a time when many hold themselves out as being experts on Hong Kong and Mainland China the facts speak for
themselves.We have our roots in Hong Kong from where we have grown and prospered.VWe have a history that has shaped
us into the thriving and successful firm we are today. It is a privileged heritage. It is an identity that we are proud to call our own.
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Deacons would like to thank the Hong Kong Museum of History, Government of the HKSAR, Hong Kong Tourism Board
and FormAsia for their assistance and permission to reproduce the photographs contained within this publication.
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Deacons

5th Floor, Alexandra House, 18 Chater Road, Central, Hong Kong
Tel +852 2825 9211 Fax +852 2810 0431
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HIE +852 2825 9211 46T +852 2810 0431

Suite 11, Level 8, Tower W1, The Towers, Oriental Plaza,
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Beijing 100738, People’s Republic of China
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Unit 2801, Raffles City, 268 Xi Zang Zhong Road
Shanghai 200001, People’s Republic of China
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Room 908, 9th Floor, Main Tower, Guangzhou International Finance Center
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Guangzhou 510623, People’s Republic of China
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