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Solitary beginnings



1842
Hong Kong Island is 
ceded to Britain under 
the Treaty of Nanking

1844 
Hong Kong’s Supreme 
Court opens

1846
First horserace  
meeting is held at 
Happy Valley

1846
The Hong Kong Club 
is established

1861
American Civil War 
begins

1861
Foundation of the 
Hong Kong General 
Chamber of  
Commerce

1874
Deacons registers 
Hong Kong’s first 
trade mark

2004
Deacons wins the 
“Investment Funds 
Law Firm of the Year” 
and “Intellectual 
Property Law Firm of 
the Year” awards

2005
Deacons is the first 
international law firm 
with three licensed 
offices in mainland 
China (Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou)

2006
Deacons is awarded 
Hong Kong Law Firm 
of the Year at IFLR 
Asian Awards

2007
Deacons is the Legal 
Business Asia Pacific 
Firm of the Year

2009
Deacons is ranked as a 
Global 50 for the 6th 
consecutive year

6

50 

2009
Deacons wins Asia 
Legal Business M&A 
Deal of the Year

2010
Deacons is Managing 
Intellectual Property 
Hong Kong Law Firm 
of the Year for the 4th 
consecutive year

4
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Memories of a distant land
�



Victor Deacon

1876
Alexander Graham 
Bell invents the 
telephone

1879
Thomas Edison  
invents the light bulb

1883
Krakatoa erupts in 
Indonesia, the world’s 
greatest recorded 
volcanic eruption

1886
The Statue of Liberty 
in New York is 
completed

1888
Peak Tram Railway 
is built

1889
Gustave Eiffel 
completes the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris, France

1896
Henry Ford builds 
his first automobile

2004
Deacons wins the 
“Investment Funds 
Law Firm of the Year” 
and “Intellectual 
Property Law Firm of 
the Year” awards

2005
Deacons is the first 
international law firm 
with three licensed 
offices in mainland 
China (Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou)

2006
Deacons is awarded 
Hong Kong Law Firm 
of the Year at IFLR 
Asian Awards

2007
Deacons is the Legal 
Business Asia Pacific 
Firm of the Year

2009
Deacons is ranked as a 
Global 50 for the 6th 
consecutive year

6

50 

2009
Deacons wins Asia 
Legal Business M&A 
Deal of the Year

2010
Deacons is Managing 
Intellectual Property 
Hong Kong Law Firm 
of the Year for the 4th 
consecutive year

4

2004
Deacons wins the 
“Investment Funds 
Law Firm of the Year” 
and “Intellectual 
Property Law Firm of 
the Year” awards

2005
Deacons is the first 
international law firm 
with three licensed 
offices in mainland 
China (Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou)

2006
Deacons is awarded 
Hong Kong Law Firm 
of the Year at IFLR 
Asian Awards

2007
Deacons is the Legal 
Business Asia Pacific 
Firm of the Year

2009
Deacons is ranked as a 
Global 50 for the 6th 
consecutive year

6

50 

2009
Deacons wins Asia 
Legal Business M&A 
Deal of the Year

2010
Deacons is Managing 
Intellectual Property 
Hong Kong Law Firm 
of the Year for the 4th 
consecutive year

4



Burgeoning prosperity



1898
The Star Ferry 
Company is 
established

1898
Britain acquires the 
New Territories on a  
99-year lease

99

1901 
Sweden awards the 
first Nobel Prizes

1903
Wright Brothers 
make first flight at 
Kitty Hawk, USA

1904 
Hong Kong trams run 
for the first time
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Deacons wins the 
“Investment Funds 
Law Firm of the Year” 
and “Intellectual 
Property Law Firm of 
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Moving with the times



1905 
Einstein formulates 
his Theory of 
Relativity

1907 
The Law Society  
of Hong Kong is 
incorporated

1912 
Titanic sinks

1914 
Panama Canal opens

1928 
Alexander Fleming 
invents penicillin

1928 
Hong Kong’s 
Peninsula Hotel opens

1929 
US stock market 
crashes

…

…
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Built in 1843, Hong Kong’s original Supreme Court was designed as an Exchange, a proud testament to international  
trade. Standing on Queen’s Road, where the Queen’s Theatre now stands, it was a grandiose structure with an imposing 

columned façade.  Following its completion, however, a depression in foreign trade rendered the building somewhat redundant 
and the Government was able to acquire it for just HK$30,000. 

Unfortunately, the court’s interior had little in common with its exterior. The Daily Press of 1870 reported, “It is quite 
evident... to any candid enquiring mind that the designer of the... Supreme Court room has studied nature very successfully 
– so much so, in fact, that you may enjoy the privileges of the open air inside the court in almost any kind of weather.”

shouting from one window to another.”

Court. In 1912, it entered its new premises in what is today the Court of Final Appeal. A new century was in full swing.

Deacons early o�ces were just doors away from the original Supreme Court 
(on the left) putting the �rm at the heart of Hong Kong’s legal community.
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A time of warA time of war



1936 
Kai Tak Airport comes 
into service

1945
World War II ends

1949
Mao Zedong founds 
the People’s Republic 
of China

1953
Hong Kong suffers its  
worst fire at Shek Kip  
Mei

1953
Hillary and Tenzing 
climb Mount Everest

1957
USSR launches  
Sputnik I, the first 
satellite

1 

1969
Apollo 11 lands on 
the moon

11 

2004
Deacons wins the 
“Investment Funds 
Law Firm of the Year” 
and “Intellectual 
Property Law Firm of 
the Year” awards

2005
Deacons is the first 
international law firm 
with three licensed 
offices in mainland 
China (Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou)

2006
Deacons is awarded 
Hong Kong Law Firm 
of the Year at IFLR 
Asian Awards

2007
Deacons is the Legal 
Business Asia Pacific 
Firm of the Year
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Global 50 for the 6th 
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The birth of a tiger



1936 William Shenton

1971
Hong Kong’s 
population exceeds  
4 million 

1972

Hong Kong’s first 
cross-harbour tunnel 
is opened

1972
Jardine House is 
completed and is 
Hong Kong’s tallest 
building

1974
Chinese archaeologists 
discover terracotta 
warriors in Xi’an
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Deacons wins the 
“Investment Funds 
Law Firm of the Year” 
and “Intellectual 
Property Law Firm of 
the Year” awards

2005
Deacons is the first 
international law firm 
with three licensed 
offices in mainland 
China (Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou)

2006
Deacons is awarded 
Hong Kong Law Firm 
of the Year at IFLR 
Asian Awards

2007
Deacons is the Legal 
Business Asia Pacific 
Firm of the Year

2009
Deacons is ranked as a 
Global 50 for the 6th 
consecutive year

6

50 

2009
Deacons wins Asia 
Legal Business M&A 
Deal of the Year

2010
Deacons is Managing 
Intellectual Property 
Hong Kong Law Firm 
of the Year for the 4th 
consecutive year

4

2004
Deacons wins the 
“Investment Funds 
Law Firm of the Year” 
and “Intellectual 
Property Law Firm of 
the Year” awards

2005
Deacons is the first 
international law firm 
with three licensed 
offices in mainland 
China (Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou)

2006
Deacons is awarded 
Hong Kong Law Firm 
of the Year at IFLR 
Asian Awards

2007
Deacons is the Legal 
Business Asia Pacific 
Firm of the Year

2009
Deacons is ranked as a 
Global 50 for the 6th 
consecutive year

6

50 

2009
Deacons wins Asia 
Legal Business M&A 
Deal of the Year

2010
Deacons is Managing 
Intellectual Property 
Hong Kong Law Firm 
of the Year for the 4th 
consecutive year

4

Deacons partners and sta� hold a party to mark the occasion of Sir William 
Shenton’s retirement in 1936.

1936 William Shenton
..........................................................................................................................................................

While the war years may have finished, their consequences would be far-reaching. The  
social and political landscape, both in Asia and around the world, had changed forever. It was a time 

of movement and re-focus, of new values in an altered society. For Deacons, too, that meant a new social 

dynamic territory of enormous potential. The world was watching and would not be disappointed.
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The changing face of Hong Kong



1979
Hong Kong’s Mass 
Transit Railway 
system opens

1980
Deacons celebrates 
100th anniversary of  
Victor Deacon’s 
admission to practise 
law

Victor Deacon 

100

1984
Joint Declaration is 
signed, agreeing to 
“one country, two 
systems”

1987
“The Last Emperor” 
wins ten Oscars

1989
Berlin Wall is 
dismantled
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An Asian identity



1917

1990
The Basic Law, 
Hong Kong’s post 
1997 constitution, is 
promulgated

1997

1991
The World Wide Web 
is introduced

1997
Hong Kong becomes  
a Special 
Administrative Region 
of the PRC

1999
Deacons is voted Best 
Hong Kong Law Firm

2001
Beijing secures the 
2008 Olympics

2008

2001
Deacons celebrates its 
150th anniversary

150

2003
China and Hong 
Kong are hit by Severe 
Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS)
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Hong Kong’s rise heralded a new era across the Asian region. Asia was becoming a land of opportunity for business and industry  

in world affairs. Fortune was once again smiling on Hong Kong, for the territory was rapidly becoming both a regional hub 
and the de facto gateway to China. Hong Kong’s reversion to Chinese Sovereignty in July 1997 further consolidated this 
unique identity.

Guangzhou of the PRC. When Deacons’ clients’ needs and interests cross borders, Deacons’ service follows. 

the economic challenges that the region has faced, Deacons’ presence remains strong and vital as it 
looks to the future.

Formerly the French Mission building, this distinctive redbrick and granite structure 
dating from 1917 was home to the Court of Final Appeal between 1997 and 2015.

前法國傳道會大樓。追溯至1917年，這幢由紅磚和花崗石建造而成的
獨特建築物是當時香港終審法院於1997年至2015年間的所在地址。

..................................................................................................................................

1990
The Basic Law, 
Hong Kong’s post 
1997 constitution, is 
promulgated

1997

1991
The World Wide Web 
is introduced

1997
Hong Kong becomes  
a Special 
Administrative Region 
of the PRC

1999
Deacons is voted Best 
Hong Kong Law Firm

2001
Beijing secures the 
2008 Olympics

2008

2001
Deacons celebrates its 
150th anniversary

150

2003
China and Hong 
Kong are hit by Severe 
Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hong Kong’s rise heralded a new era across the Asian region. Asia was becoming a land of opportunity for business and industry  

in world affairs. Fortune was once again smiling on Hong Kong, for the territory was rapidly becoming both a regional hub 
and the de facto gateway to China. Hong Kong’s reversion to Chinese Sovereignty in July 1997 further consolidated this 
unique identity.

Guangzhou of the PRC. When Deacons’ clients’ needs and interests cross borders, Deacons’ service follows. 

the economic challenges that the region has faced, Deacons’ presence remains strong and vital as it 
looks to the future.

Formerly the French Mission building, this distinctive redbrick and granite structure 
dating from 1917 was home to the Court of Final Appeal between 1997 and 2015.

前法國傳道會大樓。追溯至1917年，這幢由紅磚和花崗石建造而成的
獨特建築物是當時香港終審法院於1997年至2015年間的所在地址。
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A dynamic city, a dynamic �rm. Deacons is proud to have played a role in making Hong Kong what it is today.

Back in 1851, amid the dust and heat of that colonial outpost, who could have imagined how things would turn out today?  

At a time when many hold themselves out as being experts on Hong Kong and Mainland China the facts speak for 
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顧
一
八
五
一
年 
，
在
這
個
殖
民
地
的
塵
土

和
熾
熱
中 
，
有
誰
會
想
到
香
港
會
有
今
日

的
成
就
呢 
？
對
香
港
和
我
們
作
為
一
間
公
司
而

言 
，
這
是
一
個
非
常
特
別
的
歷
程 
。
我
們
的
客
戶

回有
愈
來
愈
多
不
同
的
需
要 
，
而
我
們
已
經
掌
握
這

些
需
要 
，
與
他
們
同
步
邁
進 
，
成
為
一
間
充
滿
活

力 
、
屢
獲
殊
榮
的
律
師
行 
。
展
望
將
來 
，
我
們
滿

有
信
心
地
說 
，
的
近
律
師
行
的
名
字
就
是
代
表
優

質
服
務
及
不
變
承
諾 
。
誠
懇
及
專
業
態
度
曾
經
將

的
近
律
師
行
保
持
在
法
律
服
務
行
業
中
的
領
先
地

位
逾
一
個
半
世
紀 
，
而
這
些
特
質
今
天
仍
然
是
本

律
師
行
文
化
的
重
要
一
環 
。

我
們
的
寫
字
樓
自
一
九
八
五
年
起
已
經
遷

往
歷
山
大
廈 
，
而
且
逐
步
擴
展 
，
佔
用
更
多
樓
層 
，

以
容
納
人
數
不
斷
增
加
的
律
師
隊
伍 
。
的
近
律
師

行
在
香
港
現
時
有
六
百
多
名
員
工 
，
已
經
成
為
香

港
歷
史
最
悠
久
及
規
模
最
大 
、
提
供
全
面
法
律
服

務
的
律
師
行 
，
在
多
個
業
務
領
域
都
具
有
卓
越
往

績 
。
然
而 
，
隨
著
本
律
師
行
的
繼
續
發
展 
，
本
律

師
行
致
力
培
育
未
來
的
法
律
界
精
英 
，
以
確
保
客

戶
總
是
可
以
永
久
信
賴
的
近
律
師
行 
。

雖
然
很
多
人
自
視
為
香
港
和
中
國 
內
地 
的
專

家 
，
但
事
實
往
往
勝
於
雄
辯 
。
我
們
植
根
於
香
港 
，

一
直
與
此
地
一
同
成
長 
，
一
起
創
造
繁
榮 
。
我
們

的
歷
史
把
我
們
塑
造
成
今
天
一
家
興
旺
發
達
且
成

功
的
律
師
行 
。
這
是
一
筆
我
們
獨
有
的
遺
產 
。
這

是
我
們
本
身
引
以
自
豪
的
身
份 
。
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Deacons would l ike  to  thank the Hong Kong Museum of  History ,  Government  of  the HKSAR, Hong Kong Tour ism Board 
and FormAsia  for  the i r  ass i s tance and permiss ion to reproduce the photographs conta ined with in th is  publ icat ion.

的近律師行承蒙香港歷史博物館、香港特別行政區政府、香港旅遊發展局

及FormAsia協助及准予複製本刊物內所載的圖片，特此鳴謝。



D e a c o n s 

5 th Floor ,  Alexandra  House ,  18 Chater  Road,  Centra l ,  Hong Kong

Tel  +852 2825 9211   Fax +852 2810 0431

香港中環遮打道18號歷山大廈5樓

電話 +852 2825 9211   傳真 +852 2810 0431

Sui te  11 ,  Level  8 ,  Tower W1,  The Towers ,  Orienta l  P laza ,

1  East  Chang An Avenue,  Dong Cheng Distr ic t , 

Be i j ing  100738,  People ’s  Republ ic  of  China

Tel  +86 10 8518 2338   Fax +86 10 8518 2339

中國北京市東城區東長安街1號

郵編100738

東方廣場東方經貿城西一辦公樓8層11室

電話 +86 10 8518 2338   傳真 +86 10 8518 2339

Shanghai  200001,  People ’s  Republ ic  of  China 

Tel  +86 21 6340 3588   Fax +86 21 6340 3788

郵編200001

來福士廣場辦公樓2801室

中國上海市西藏中路268號

電話 +86 21 6340 3588   傳真 +86 21 6340 3788

Room 908,  9th Floor ,  Main Tower ,  Guangzhou Internat iona l  F inance Center

No.  5  Zhuj iang West  Road,  Tianhe Distr ic t  

Guangzhou 510623,  People ’s  Republ ic  of  China

Tel  +86 20 8778 5678   Fax +86 20 8777 0488

中國廣州市天河區珠江西路5号

郵編510623

電話 +86 20 8778 5678   傳真 +86 20 8777 0488

www.deacons .com

广州国际金融中心主塔9樓908室


